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Design and Selection of Off-Highway Directional Signs
UDOT 08A3-4

Effective: December 5, 1974 Revised: January 25, 1996

Purpose
To determine whether or not the requested area or site is adequately designated by official
signs.

To establish the procedure and to place responsibility for issuing permits for directional
signs.

Policy
The Department of Transportation shall determine whether or not the requested area or site
is adequately designated by official signs.  If not adequately designated, the request shall be
referred to the proper State agency for recommendations.

With respect to each sign category, there must be a finding by the UDOT that the qualifying
activity or area provides significant attraction to the public.  Minimal facilities should not be
considered without adequate findings.

Nationally or regionally known areas, site, or activities shall be considered unless such
activity, site, or area is clearly visible from the main traveled way.  In these instances, "on
premise" signs will be used rather than directional signs.  The dominant attraction must be
for the benefit and enjoyment of the motorist and not for a tourist oriented roadside business
nor to generate income to the activity.

Departmental Standard Drawings apply for all directional signs.

Historical

1. All natural area or areas or site of historical interest must be concurred in by
the Utah Historical Society.

a. To be considered by the Utah Historical Society, the site or area must
be designated as having general historical significance including
some physical features, descriptive plaques, guides, or other source
of information to adequately explain the historical significance of the
site.

b. The activity or site must be within 15 air miles of the intersection
with an adequately maintained road.

c. Adequate signing must be provided and maintained to direct
motorists to the site or area from the primary or interstate route.
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Natural Phenomena

1. All natural phenomena shall have the concurrence of the Utah Travel
Council.

a. Activities shall not be created, or gimmicks used to sustain or
enhance the same.

b. Descriptive plaques, guides, or other sources of information to
adequately explain the phenomena must be readily available at the
site or area.

c. The phenomena must be within 15 air miles of the intersection with
an adequately maintained road.

d. Adequate signing must be provided and maintained to direct
motorists to the site or area from the primary or interstate route.

DESIGN AND SELECTION OF OFF-HIGHWAY DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

Cultural, Scientific, Educational, and Religious

1. All cultural, scientific, educational, and religious area sites shall have the
concurrence by the Utah Travel Council.

a. Descriptive plaques, guides, or other sources of information to
adequately explain the particular area or site must be readily available
at the site or area.

b. The sites or areas described must be within 15 air miles of the
intersection with an adequately maintained road.

c. Adequate signing must be provided and maintained to direct the
motorists to the site or areas from the primary or interstate route.

Outdoor Recreation

1. All outdoor recreation sites or areas shall be approved and recommended by
the Utah Department of Natural Resources.  Such areas must provide:

a. Tables, benches, and litter barrels.

b. Approved drinking water and toilet facilities.
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c. Two or more of the following must also be included:

(1) Boat docks or launching facilities.

(2) Supervised swimming area.

(3) Suitable access to a lake or stream open to public fishing,
and/or water skiing or boating.

(4) Campground, golf course, tennis courts, playgrounds,
shooting facilities (only one may be included in the two
required facilities.

(5) Winter recreation facilities.

d. Adequate maintenance of all facilities to keep them in a clean and
sanitary condition.

e. A park must have a minimum of five acres and be open and
accessible to the public.

f. The sites or areas described must be within 15 air miles of the
intersection with adequate all-weather roads.

g. Adequate signing must be provided and maintained to direct
motorists to the sites or area from the primary or interstate routes.
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Procedures

Issuing Permits for Directional Signs UDOT 08A3-4.1

Responsibility: City, County, Utah Historical Society, Utah Department of Natural
Resources, Utah Travel Council (Utah Association of Travel
Regions)

Actions

1. Obtains a Form T-299, Application for Permit, from the Permits Officer and
information regarding the erection of directional signs.

2. Completes the application and submits it with a land lease to the Region/District
Permits Officer together with the necessary fee for a permit.

3. Places identification marker at the proposed sign site.

Responsibility: Region/District Permits Officer

4. Evaluates all information on the application form; verifies that the sign owner has
signed the application form and that the form is completed properly (if not, returns it to the
sign owner for proper completion).

5. Inspects the sign location by county, route, reference point, and for proper spacing.

6. Completes Form T-299 from the information gathered and makes recommendation
to the Outdoor Advertising Coordinator for further action.

Responsibility: Outdoor Advertising Coordinator

7. Reviews and approves or disapproves the application; returns it to Region/District
Permits Officer for further handling with permit if same is issued.

Responsibility: Region/District Permits Officer

8. Returns the pink copy of Form T-299 to the permittee together with the permit
instructing him to attach the sign permit in accordance with instruction 5 on the reverse side
of the application if the application is approved.

9. Places the copy (yellow) in the Region/District files.



Design and Selection of Off-Highway Directional Signs
UDOT 08A3-4

Effective: December 5, 1974                                   Revised: January 25, 1996

Utah Department of Transportation - Policy
Page: 5 of 5

10. Checks the sign site 90 days from the date of issuance of the permit decal and
determines if the sign is erected in accordance with the application; proceeds to make a sign
inventory.


